
 

Dear families and friends of the United Methodist Church of Linden, 

 

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!  It is through God’s grace that I journeyed this far and came 
to the United Methodist Church of Linden.  When I have learned of this new appointment in spring, our 
District Superintendent instructed me to work with Rev. Ramos for a smooth transition; for he would be at 
missions work in foreign country.  In so, though my appointment would not begin until July, I began the 
journey in May of 2015.      

As I look back past three months of many meetings and ministry activities, I am sincerely astonished by 
active and devoted members of this community.  In an evening meeting, we had to finish compiling a 
contract document.  We stayed for four hours straight, without break, to finish drafting the document.  
After I came home late that night, I realized how it was difficult for our aging bodies to sit still in a hard 
metal folding chair to discuss our church business.  And yet, no one tried to stop the meeting or complained 
to me.  I am so thankful and appreciate all these members willingness to work for the house of God. 

I was reminded that I came in a very demanding phase of this church. “Pastor, I’m sorry to say, but you 
have so much of work ahead of you!”  I smiled and nodded.  Yes, not only I, but WE have so much of work 
ahead of us.   

To briefly update you: 

We are in great needs of building structural updates due to more than wear and tear.  The current 
construction work of mending and painting of external structure is only the beginning.  You may 
pass by the church building and see newly painted doors and windows.   

We are diligently working on a new day care center, reaching a milestone of a temporary State 
license in the beginning of July.  We are planning to open the day care center this September.  There 
is a lot more administrative planning to meet this opening schedule. 

I have been learning the ministries of this community, and found that there are many active people praying 
and waiting for the opportunity of “catch the spirit” moment.  As a pastor, I know the responsibility for 
these people to arise high for the Holy Spirit to bring the power of stirring up our hearts to spread the 
contagious “catch the spirit” motto of this church.  In order for this to work, I would like to remind the 
United Methodist Church’s campaign of “Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors” 
(http://www.rethinkchurch.org). Churches are facing difficult times to be vital and to be viral in our 
communities.  Our doors are too tightly shut.  We need to open the door and go out to the communities.  
For this, our Outreach and Nurture teams are creatively thinking to bring the church to people.  In the spirit 
of viral and vital churches, I see many small sparkles are among us.  Let us unite these small sparkles to 
bring a flame of spirit to warm people’s hearts in our community. 

I thank you for your continuous interest and prayer support.   

Prayerfully, 

Pastor Yoomi Yi 

  



LECTIONARY FOR SEPTEMBER    
 
September 6   
Proverbs 22:1-2,8-9,22-23; Psalm 125 
James 2:1-10,14-17; Mark 7:24-37 
 
September 13   
Proverbs 1:20-33; Psalm 19 
James 3:1-12; Mark 8:27-38 
 
September 20   
Proverbs 31:10-31; Psalm 1 
James 3:13-4:3,7-8a; Mark 9:30-37 
 
September 27   
Esther 7:1-6,9-10,9:20-22; 124 
James 5:13-20. Mark 9:38-50 
 
 

 
HAPPY SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAY TO: 

 
Bob Schickel, Jr.   5 
Wanda Martinson   7 
Diane Scot Vietello   10 
Mickey Kiely    11 
Michael Modrak   12 
Bob Carhart    14 
Christopher Martinson  26 
Barbara Cofone   26 
 
      ………and many, many more! 
 
 
 
 

SCHEDULE FOR THE FALL 
 
After meeting all summer in Aldersgate Hall 
at 9:30 a.m.  where it was nice and cool, it is 
now time to return to our regular schedule, 
 
WHEN?  Sunday, September 13th 
  
TIME?  Choir Rehearsal – 9:30 a.m   
              Sunday School – 10:30  a.m. 
              Worship Service - 10:30 a.m. 
 
BIRTHDAY SUNDAY – Join us one 
Sunday a month as we celebrate those born 
in that month.  It will be announced each 
time a birthday celebration will be held. 
 
 

 
FAITH IN ACTION 

 
The Faith in Action has continued to meet 
every Tuesday evening at 7:30 p.m. during 
the summer.  Heilea Molay has been very 
dedicated to this group and they are pleased 
to see it grow over the past months.  We 
invite everyone to try it – we are sure you 
will like it.  The group has become very 
close and really getting to know each other. 
Join them in Aldersgate Hall on Tuesday 
evenings and also make some new friends. 
 
 
SOME PEOPLE ARE KIND, POLITE, 
AND SWEET-SPIRITED UNTIL YOU 
TRY AND SIT IN THEIR PEWS! 
 
THE BEST VITAMIN FOR A 
CHRISTIAN IS B1. 
 



FAREWELL TO REV. RAMOS   
On Sunday, May 31, 2015, our church 
sanctuary was over-flowing with members 
from our church and El Redentor, both who 
have shared the minister over the last 6 
years. 
Our church hosted a farewell luncheon and 
program planned by the Pastor/Parish 
Committee and help from many members of 
our church.  Aldersgate Hall looked lovely, 
the tables beautifully decorated, centerpieces 
with the USA and Boliva flag, and posters 
showing Rev. Ramos past service to our 
church and the United Methodist Church 
involvement in world-wide missionary 
service.  Some of the pictures are shown 
below and on other pages of this Messenger. 
Kathy Curtin, chairperson of Pastor/Parish, 
spoke about Rev. Ramos’ involvement in 
the two churches and wished him good luck 
in his position in Boliva in the future. 
 
 
 
Rev.Ramos involved in the life of the church 

 

 
We cover the world! 

 
 
 

 
         We start with a worship service in the    

sanctuary



PICTURES OF A LOVELY FAREWELL!  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
SCHOLARSHIP TO BE PRESENTED 
 
Kathy Curtin informed us recently that there 
will be a scholarship presented this fall.  She 
is not exactly sure when it will be presented 
or what the amount will be. 
However, the date to apply has been 
extended and if you will be attending a 
college or a continuing education school of 
any kind, please get an application from 
Lorraine Carhart. Fill it out and return it to 
Lorraine as soon as possible. 
The applicants and the Long, Carhart, and  
Steiniger families, who fund the 
scholarships, will all be notified. 
Please take care of this immediately! 
 

 

 
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN  

 
On Wednesday, June 3rd, the United 
Methodist Women gathered at the home of 
Doris Henel for a light lunch and then spent 
about an hour each at the home of Ethel 
Steiniger and Leona Parker.  They are also 
members of the UMW but because of health 

problems they can no longer attend.  It was a 
lovely day and one enjoyed by those 
attending and those that were visited.  If any 
of our members have spare time, we know 
Ethel and Leona would be very pleased to 
see you.  (It was also our intention to visit 
Vera Horsch but her daughter told us she 
was in the hospital and we should make it 
another time. She is home now!).   
The first meeting of the fall will be at 11:30 
a.m. on Tuesday, September 8th. (The date is 
later than usual since Labor Day is Monday, 
September 7th.) 

 

 

CHAMPION YOUTH SUMMER 
PROGRAM   
 
The Champion Youth program meets every 
Friday evening from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
Carolyn Franz has also been meeting with 
them and she enjoys it very much.  They 
must be doing fine because they usually 
meet 10 months (not the summer) and this 
year they asked to extend it during the 
summer. It is open to all Junior and Senior 
High School students, and the organization 
meets in many other towns and states with 
the same program they present in our 
church. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   
 

START OF SUNDAY SCHOOL – September 13 
NEW TIME – 9:30 A.M. 
WHERE – Sunday School room downstairs 
 
This year they will also have a pre-school 
class for those starting kindergarten next 
year. The teacher will be Teesha Prezeau 
who has been helping Megan Stamer and 
Jackie Valdez during the year.  Two 
dehumidifiers will be purchased to help 
make the room more comfortable. Please 
bring your friends to Sunday School. 



BITS AND PIECES  
 
Kathy and Mike Curtin and MaryJane 
Koslosky drove to North Carolina to see  
Kathy and Mike’s grandchild graduate 
from High School.  They all enjoyed bring  
part of such a special occasion and it filled  
a promise made to their grandfather years  
ago.  After a few days they left for home 
and…………. 
 
MaryJane left a day later to spend a few  
weeks with her friend in Maryland.  This is 
always a visit she enjoys and she also gets 
some dental work done at the same time.  
She returned about the 1st of July and just in 
time to celebrate the appointment of Rev. 
Yoomi Yi to our church as of July 1, 2015. 
 
Gertrude Baldwin is always pleased to have 
a visit with her son, Walter, who lives in 
Mullica Hill, N. J. which is a distance from 
Linden.  They have great conversation and 
many laughs and Walter also does 
some needed work inside Gertrude’s house 
and her beautiful garden that she has 
cherished all these years. It is not as easy to 
take care of these things as it was years 
ago, and she certainly appreciates all his 
help. 
 
SOME OF OUR FRIENDS THAT NEED OUR 
PRAYERS  Although this Messenger is 
printed during the summer, some listed 
might be a lot better now.  But we will 
continue to pray for them anyway. 
Vera Horsch                  Ethel Steiniger 
Leona Parker  Ed Burns 
Norman Carhart Dan Ajuka 
Ethel Bethea  Gay Kulberda 
Wanda Martinson Beatrice Hanger 
Nancy Martinson Vivienne Merrill 
Janet Pavlinic  Doris Stamer 
Bill Heinaman  Janusz Mlynek 

 
 
A surprise bridal shower was held on 
Saturday, July 11, 2015 for Jaimie 
VanSalisbury  at the home of Sue and Bill 
Henel, 133 Tunesbrook Drive, Brick.  Jaimie 
and Matthew Henel will be married on 
Saturday, August 22nd at Peppadew Winery, 
Morganville, N. J. 
 
Some great phone calls received lately – 
Denis Hier called to tell me someone would 
like to speak to me on the phone.   Who 
was it?  Roger Swanson!  one of our 
previous ministers.  He and his wife. 
Beverly, were with us 5 years and some of 
us have stayed friends ever since. He misses 
Bev very much(she died a year ago)  – he 
said she was the best part of him, and she 
made him into the person he became. 
What a wonderful couple they were and 
talking to him brought back so many happy 
memories. 
Dr. Bill Martin called from Maine.  He is 
doing well and still misses his friends here in 
the church. He thanked me for having him 
stay in my home for about a week when he 
was preparing to sell his home in town. 
Hope to see you again, Bill! 
In making calls to people inviting them to 
come out on July 5th to meet our new 
minister, I saw Bill Heinaman’s name, and 
thought it was a good time to talk with him. 
It has been a few rough months – he broke 
his leg falling in church and his sister, who 
had moved into the residence where he 
lives and he enjoyed having her close by, 
died recently, and now he is the only 
member of his family left.  We know that 
feeling! 



CHECK WHERE YOU SIT!   
 
Every Sunday, if you attend church and sit 
in the sanctuary you have the comfort of 
our lovely red cushions on each pew.  In  
1999 they were made to order for that 
purpose and paid for by people who 
wanted to remember loved ones.  The price 
varied depending on the size of the cushion 
and the number being ordered.  
If you look at the end of each cushion or 
turn it over, you will see the name of each 
person. 
I just came across the final list dated May 
16, 1999 and thought you might be 
interested in the names of those 
remembered even if you don’t check the 
individual cushions. 
I remember everyone and recall their 
dedication to this church and our families 
and members.  How did you do?? 
(The next page of this Messenger has all the 
names listed.) 
 
OUR ANNUAL CHURCH CONFERENCE 
 
A special Church Conference was presided 
over by Rev. David LeDuc for the purpose of 
accepting Rev.Yi’s compensation package.  
He also announced some changes made at 
the Annual Conference as follows: 
This year we will be part of a cluster group 
of three UMC local churches.  We will meet 
on Saturday, October 10, 2015 in the 
Roselle Park U.M. Church as follows: 
 9:00 a.m.  Meeting together 
            l0:00 a.m.  Each church will meet 
                                separately for their  
                                Conference. 
            12:00 noon Worship Service 
If you are usually responsible for submitting 
a report for the Charge Conference book, 
please think about  preparing it now. 

 
Our new pastor and her husband. 
Rev. Yoomi Yi & Rev. Hail David Yi 

 
We were pleased to welcome Rev. Yoomi Yi 
and Rev. Hail David Yi to our church on July 
5th when she preached her first service in 

our sanctuary.  A coffee hour was held after 
the worship service so that everyone could 

meet and welcome the family.  Listed below 
is the telephone number and email address 

where Rev. Yi can be reached: 
Cell Phone – (862) 485-9480 

Email Address – pastoryoomiyi@gmail.com 
Parsonage Address - 1638 Westover Rd., 

Linden 07036 
 

 



PEW CUSHIONS - DEDICATION - MAY 16, 1999 
 GIVEN BY                                           NUMBER OF CUSHIONS                     IN MEMORY OF 
Ruth Schulte         1       Raymond  Schulte 
Gertrude Lamont     1       Charles E. Lamont 
Mary Barnes      1       George C. Barnes 
Ellen Scanlon      3       Robert & Mary Lamont 
                                                         (From Lamont Education Fund) 
Jeanne Wood      1       Edna & Halle Hardenburg 
Doris Sekley      3            Catherine Clifford 
Louise & Mike Yurinko    2       Yurinko & Miley Families 
Marie Dziamba     2       Margaret Howe 
                               1       Kay Underhill 
Louise Hasbrouck     4       Benjamin & Louise 
Hasbrouck 
              Hassell & Anna Crawford 
              Victor G. Hasbrouck 
              Gerald T. Zehrer 
Ruth Bogart      2       Ella & Darnell Gibson 
              Louis & Grace Bogart 
Phyllis Reid      2       Caleb & Phyllis R. Reid 
              James & Susanna Reid 
Liscette Headley     1       Edna Bauer Schoonmaker 
Wanda Martinson     1       Donald A. Martinson 
Dorothy & Richard Gerbounka   1       Ivar Book Family 
Max Freshwater     3       Anne Freshwater 
                                                     (& Memorial Fund-family & friends) 
Ethel & Bill Steiniger     1       Steiniger & Mayle Families 
Karen & John Cammarata    1       Gordon & Kauffman 
Families 
Nancy & Howard Martinson    1       Martinson & Graham 
Families 
Betty & Charles Lamont & Doris & Albert Henel 1       Gladys & Arthur Mellor 
Dorothy Ingeholm, Edna Curtin, Irvin Schultze & 
                Doris & Albert Henel   1       Clara & Alexander Henel 
Maxine Woodfield & Virginia Gibson   1       G. Vernon Woodfield 
Doris Stamer      1       Carl Stamer & Foster & 
Nena  
                                                                                                                                 Wright 

                                                                                                                                IN HONOR OF 
Joan & Robert Smith     1       Joan & Robert Smith 
Doris & Albert Henel     1       Doris & Albert Henel 
Betty & Charles Lamont    1       Betty & Charles Lamont 
Bruce Howe      1       Linden U. M. Sunday 
School Dick & Nereida Woodfield    1       Woodfield Family 
 

ADDITIONAL MEMORIALS 
MEMORIAL STAND          Given by family and friends in loving memory of  Wayne Burns 
WHITE ALTAR PARAMENTS  Given by family and friends in loving memory of Ada Albach 
FAX MACHINE                            Given by Louise & Michael Yurinko in memory of loved ones 
12 CHOIR CHAIRS                      Given by family and friends in loving memory of Robert Schickel 
                                                        (To be dedicated May 30, 1999) 



 

 
THE OTHER “2 – T”S” 
 
Do you remember when we became a United 
Methodist member?  We pledged 
our TIME, TALENTS AND TREASURES.  We 
always talk about giving our treasures:  now we 
are talking about the other 2 – T’s. 
Time and Talents! 
In order for our church to run efficiently, we need 
your time and talent as well as our treasures.  We 
need to fill usher spots, 
committee members and choir members, children 
for Church School and Day Care,  
people to make small repairs, Lay members to 
assist the pastor during Sunday services, 
transporting members to church services and 
meetings. etc. 
The Nominating Committee will be making 
telephone calls asking for your help. 
Let’s start in September with full support for our 
new pastor. 
Please don’t say “NO” – say, OF COURSE I WILL 
HELP!  
We are all disciples in Jesus Christ here to do his 
work.  Please do your best to help in any way you 
are able _ “ARE YE ABLE?” 
Remember in 2016 our United Methodist Church 
of Linden will be 150 years old – 
the first church established in the town of Linden!  
WOW!! 
     AMEN 
 
          Gertrude Baldwin, Chairperson 
    and the entire Stewardship Committee 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
ANNIVERSARY SUNDAY    
 
The Nurture Committee is busy making plans for 
our 149th anniversary of our church, organized in 
Linden in 1866.  It will be celebrated with a coffee 
hour following our worship service on September 
27, 2015.  At that time we will present pins to 
those members who have reached 25 or 50 year 
membership in our church in 2015. We will also 
recognize those members who have already 
reached that 50 year milestone and beyond! 

50 year membership in 2015 
Walter Baldwin, Jr.  6/6/65 

Janet Modrak Pavlinic   6/6/65 
Edgar Burns  12/12/65 

All were received into membership by Rev. Roger 
Swanson who received 162 new members into our 

church during his 5 years with us. 
25 year membership in 2015  

Kerry Abbot  3/21/90 
Vera Horsch 2004-14 yrs, reinstate 13 yrs. 

We hope all will be able to attend and look 
forward to seeing you. 

 
AND THEN GET READY FOF 2016!  IN SEPTEMBER 
OF THAT YEAR WE WILL CELEBRATE OUR VERY 
SPECIAL 150TH ANNIVERSARY.  WE WILL ALSO 
HONOR THE FOLLOWING AT THAT TIME: 

50 YEARS 
Jayne Bittinger Cocco  5/29/66              Jayne 

Zahorbenski Schnellenberger  5/29/66 
Robert  Losyk  5/29/66 

Bill Martin, Sr. 12/19/66 
All received by Roger Swanson 

25 YEARS 
Ruth Schulte  9/23/91 

Received by John Callanan 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PICTURES FROM THE WELCOMING PARTY GREETING 
OUR NEW MINISTER, REV. YI 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



MORE SUMMER BITS & PIECES 
 
On July 30th Lorraine and Bob Carhart left for a 
cruise around Europe for two weeks.  They will be 
in many areas that they had previously only read 
about and now they will see everything.  The 
advantage of a cruise is you don’t have to pack up 
with every move but let the ship do the moving. 
This was a Christmas gift from their daughter and 
one they have been looking forward to. 
 
Carolyn Franz spent a weekend in Toms River in 
July with a friend who had tickets for a play they 
attended.  They had a great time and the summer is 
a wonderful time to spend at the Jersey shore. 
 
Paula Horsch has continued to run the Dairy Cream 
that she and her husband purchased at the corner of 
Elm Street and Wood Avenue.  With the death of 
her husband, she is fortunate to have her sons help 
her with the business – and she really appreciates 
it!!  They still make delicious ice cream cakes, so if 
you have need for one, you know where to go! 
 
A special “thank you” to Lourdes Kozar who came 
to church especially for the farewell to Rev. Ramos 
and the welcome to Rev. Yi so that she could take 
pictures.  Many of them are in this Messenger 
(which is why it is so long) and we thank Lourdes 
for her consideration.  It is really appreciated! 

 

 
 

All the Henel clan came together sometime during 
the week of August 16th  to stay at the home of 
Doris Henel. for the wedding of Matthew Henel and 
Jaimie Van Salisbury on August 22, 2015.                                  
All the family came – Tom-NJ, John & Julie-Ca. 
Tessa & Vince-Co., Alec-NY, & Nina-Wa., Jeanne 
& Rob-Pa. & Zachary & Kc-Mi., & Andrew-Pa.  
And of course, Matt and Jaimie’s parents, Bill & 
Susan and AJ and John, all from N.J. Following the 
wedding the happy couple left for a honeymoon in 
Mexico on Monday. 

 
Each Spring and Summer we thank Jack and Lori 
Valdez for the beautiful flowers that decorate our 
altar every Sunday.  I recently told Jack they must 
both have GREEN THUMBS because their front 
yard (and I hear the back one also) are lovely and I  
admire them whenever I pass their home. Thanks so 
much!!! 
 
Each winter, Tom and Caroline Long leave this area 
to spend the cold winter at Vero Beach, Florida with 
many old friends.  They have a lovey condo and are 
very happy to get out of the snow and icey weather. 
In the Spring and Summer they do the opposite – 
they return to their home at Lake Owassa near 
Newton, and enjoy the warmer weather of the east, 
but not the very hot weather of Florida.  Although 
they don’t spend a lot of time in Linden, but they do 
manage to get here once or twice during the time 
they are here.  And we are always happy to see 
them! 

 

a 
Nicole Scott, daughter of Diane Scott and 
granddaughter of Lorraine and Bob Carhart, is 
being married on September 27, 2015 to Nicholas 
Jones. 
The ceremony is in Duck, North Carolina on the 
beach.  The couple rented a home for the bridal 
party and the family rented the house next door – 
both on the beach.  Of course, Lorraine and Bob and 
the rest of the family will be traveling down to 
North Carolina.  Both of the houses are rented for 
two weeks so it will be a second vacation for 
Lorraine and Bob as well. 
The attendants in the wedding are Jeffrey Scott, the 
bride's brother who will be best man.  Madelyn 
Blanford is the Junior bridesmaid and Zachary 
Blanford is the ring Bearer.  Also there are two little 
flower girls, Nicholas’s nieces.  Both Madelyn and 
Zachary are Allyson’s children. The other 
attendants are cousins and friends of the couple. 



   SEPTEMBER, 2015    
       

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 
 

 1 
7:30-Faith in Action 
 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
5:30-Champion 
  Youth 
 

5 
 

6 
 
9:30 Worship  
Last worship in 
Aldersgate hall 
 

7    LABOR DAY 
 
 

8 
7:30-Faith in Action 
11:30-United Methodist 
           Women 
7 – Board pf Trustees 

9 
10:30-Church  
           Council 
 

10 
  
 

11 
5:30- 
Champion Youth 

12 
 
 
 
 

13 
 
9:30 AM - Choir 
10:30 – Worship & 
Sunday School 
9:30 
Return to 10:30 am 
Worship in the 
Sanctuary   

14 
 
 
 

15  
 
7;30-Faith in Action 
  

16 
 
 
 

 17 
 
 
 
 

18 
 
5:30-Champion 
         Youth 
 
 
 

19 
 
 

20 
9:30- Choir 
10:30- Worship & 
  Sunday School at 
  9:30 

21 
 
 
 

22 
 
 
7:30-Faith in Action 

23 
 
 
 

24  
   
  

25 
 
5:30 PM-
Champion 
    Youth 
  
 

26 
 
 

 27 
9:30 AM – Choir 
10:30 Worship & 
Sunday School 
9:30 
ANNIVERSARY 
SUNDAY-Coffee 
Hour-Honor 50 & 
25 year members 

28 
 
 

29 
7:30-Faith in Action 

30 
 
  

 
 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 


