


LECTIONARY FOR DECEMBER     
 
December 6 
Malachi 3:1-4; Luke 1:68-79 
Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6 
  
December13    
Zephaniah 3:14-20; Isaiah 12:2-6 
Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18 
 
December 20     
Micah 5:2-5a; Luke 1:47-55 
Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45 
 
December 27    
I Samuel 2:18-20,26; Psalm 148 
Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52 
 
 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO: 

 
Beatrice Hanger    3 
Steven James Mannino   4 
Michael Dziamba, Jr.    5 
Gissela Roberts    10 
Robert Long     11 
Nicole Scott     17 
Wayne Hanns     20 
Diann Schwankerdt    24 
William Chavan, Sr.    25 
Debra Loiselle    26 
Gay Kulberda     26 
Matthew Keith Martinson   29 
 
    ………….and many, many more!!! 
 
 
 
 

 
hanging of the greens     

 
The Christmas season is fast 
approaching and we have a lot to 
do to get our church ready for 
this beautiful season. 
on Sunday, November 29th, the first 
Sunday of advent, we will remain 
after the worship service, at 11 a.m. 
to decorate the sanctuary, put 
our Christmas tree up, hang our 
beautiful wreath over the choir 
loft, and all the other things that 
add to the beauty of Christmas. 
please plan to stay (especially men 
to hang the wreath and put our 
tree together)  
We need you all.  It takes time, but 
there is much joy in working 
together for such a special 
occasion. 
 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 
 
On Wednesday, December 9th at 7:00 p.m. we will 
have our Administrative Council meeting.  All 
chairpersons, and members of all committees are 
on the Council and should attend this meeting, 
only one of four, that is held each year. This will 
be our last one for 2009. 
 All committee chairpersons should have their 
individual meetings sometime before the 
December 9th Administrative Council meeting.   
At that meeting they can report the activities of 
their committees.  
Bob Carhart is chairman of the Council and he 
urges all members to attend! 
**************************************** 



BITS AND PIECES    
 
Congratulations to Kelly Curtin, (and her very 
proud parents, Kathy and Mike Curtin and 
grandparent, Mary Dalziel) who Passed the Bar in 
both New York and New Jersey, the first time she 
took the exam. 
As if that excitement wasn’t enough, the law firm 
she works for in Morristown, wanted her to be 
sworn in at their firm’s location.  Her family was 
invited to this special occasion on Monday, 
November 23, 2009 when a retired Judge of the 
Supreme Court will perform the ceremony. 
WHAT A HAPPY DAY!!! 
 
SOME OF THOSE ON THE PRAYER LIST 
THIS MONTH.  PLEASE CONTINUE TO 
PRAY FOR THEM ALL. 
Howard Martinson  Anne Ogier 
Leona Parker   Mary Barnes 
Eleanor Butler   Eleanor Porambo 
Debbie Chavan  Richard LeDuc 
Eric Forcey   Beatrice Bradford 
Miriam Hanns   Mary Dalziel 
Susan Fibick   Ed Burns 
John Markus   Joy Hinkle 
 
Each week we ask for prayers for members of the 
Linden Police and Fire Departments. The 
following have been listed over the last weeks. 
LPD-Capt’s C. Aslin, J. Schulhafer, Lt’s K. Aslin, 
E. Braun, J. Fine, D. Hart, W.Lord, J. Sarnicki, 
G. Sankus 
LFD-Lt.  W. Hanns, D.C’s  T. Callahan, J. Traub, 
J. Dooley, D. Guerrere, Cpt’s B. Krakovsky, G. 
Weber, R. Miller, R. Lamabert, M. Vanderwater, 
R. Faughnan, S. Smigelsky, J. Kowkabany 
 
 
Doris Henel will be leaving in December for 10 
days in California with her son, John, wife, Julie 
and grandchildren, Tessa, Nina and Alec, for the 
Christmas holidays.  It has been a number of years 
since she has been to California and all are 
looking forward to a great visit.   
 
Ethel Steiniger will be spending a couple of 
months this winter with her daughter, Joan and her 
husband in North Carolina.  Her three daughters 
think she should be away for part of the winter in 

the warmer weather, and so she will be following 
their advice.  Enjoy your time away, Ethel. 
 
Beatrice Hanger has notified us that she has 
moved and her new address is as follows: 
              96 Blossom Drive 
              Toms River, N. J. 08753-1769 
                 Telephone:  732-255-0226 
Good luck to you Beatrice, and we hope you enjoy 
your new location. 
 

 
 

Kate Drahos, daughter of Diane Drahos and 
granddaughter of Marie Dziamba, was married to 
Mark Moreau on November 7, 2009.  Kate’s 
sister, Colleen, served as Maid-of-Honor, and 
Mark’s brother, James, was Best Man. 
The wedding was held at the M.I.T. Chapel in 
Cambridge, Mass;  a dinner reception followed at 
a French restaurant in Boston.  It was a beautiful 
wedding and all had a wonderful time!! 
Kate is pursuing her doctorate in Biology and Bio-
Chemistry at M. I. T. and hopes to graduate in 
June, 2010. 
Congratulations to the happy couple and their 
happy families. 
 
Gary Moran, son of Kathy and Gary Moran of 
Winfield, and Colleen Mulligan were married on 
October 24, 2009 at St. Mary’s Church in 
Rutherford, N. J.  They went on a wonderful 
honeymoon to California and Hawaii. 
They are currently living in East Rutherford while 
their new home in Rutherford is being built. 
Our best wishes to Colleen and Gary and we hope 
it won’t be too long before they are moving into 
their brand new home. 
 
                     ****************** 
 
Opportunity may knock once, but temptation 
bangs on your front door forever. 
 



 
MERRY CHRISTMAS 

FROM 
THE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN     

 
On Tuesday, December 1st at 11:30 a.m., the 
United Methodist Women will be having their 
annual Christmas Covered-Dish Luncheon. 
They are expecting some guests and all women of 
our church are invited to join them – and you 
don’t have to bring a covered dish.  The United 
Methodist Women will supply the food. 
At the recent meeting on Tuesday, November 3rd, 
the women voted to send $200. to the Mission 
Program of the United Methodist Women of the 
Conference. They also sent money to the United 
Methodist Hospital in New York and the United 
Methodist Homes.  As always, they voted to pledge 
to our church on a monthly basis for 2010. 
It was announced that we had a successful 
Rummage Sale.  Not only did we make money, but 
we were able to encourage a needy group to take 
whatever clothes they could use.  It helped them, 
but it also helped us to share with others in need. 
A special thank you to Gertrude Baldwin and 
Marie Dziamba who waited for three hours  for 
the Salvation Army to pick up whatever was left to 
be used by others in need. 
Thank you to all who helped sort the rummage, 
hang it up or fold it neatly on the tables (although 
it didn’t stay that way too long), work all day 
Friday and Saturday, and clean up at the end. 
It was very much appreciated! 
 
 
 THANKS!!   
It wasn’t expected, and it was a 
surprise for all who attended the 
Church Conference on Nov. 15th. 
The United Methodist Women 
supplied light refreshments to 
those present and it was enjoyed 
by all.  “If the Methodists meet, 
they usually eat!” 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS    
 

Gertrude Baldwin is now taking orders for the 
beautiful Christmas poinsettias that decorate 
our sanctuary altar each year. 
This year the cost is $7.50 and they will be 
delivered for Christmas Sunday, Dec. 20th 
and remain on the altar until Christmas Eve 
when you can take them home after the 
service. 
Please fill out the slip that will be in the 
Sunday bulletin and include the money, and 
put in one of the pew envelopes marked 
“Christmas flowers”. 
If you will not be in church, you can send the 
money and list who it is in memory or honor 
of to Gertrude Baldwin, 609 West Elm Street, 
Linden, N. J. 07036. 
 

 

 
 

Charles Lamont, Doris Henel, Bill Henel 
and Bobbie Bogard all celebrate their 
birthdays in October at Doris’ home. 

 
 
REFORMED CHURCH HAS CHRISTMAS 
FAIR    
 
Everyone is invited to the Christmas Fair at 
the Reformed Church on Saturday, Dec. 5th at 
10:00 a.m.  Tables will be filled and luncheon 
will be served at noon time. 
Come join them and meet many old friends! 
 



 
Doris Stamer tries to sell a dress! 

 

 
Mildred Ebert, Marie Dziamba & Ruth Schulte 

sell some books and shoes. 
 

 
Doris Henel & Gertrude Baldwin take some time 

out for laughs! 
THE ABOVE PICTURES WERE TAKEN AT 
THE RUMMAGE SALE HELD BY THE UNITED 
METHODIST WOMEN ON OCT.. 23rd & 24th. 
 

REMEMBER THE DATE!!!     
 
On Sunday, December 20th, we will be singing 
Christmas carols at 3:00 p.m. for our shut-ins and 
those at the Delaire Nursing Home.  We will all 
meet in Aldersgate Hall.   
We will have a covered dish supper about 5:00 p,m. 
that evening at church.  You can bring your dish 
when you come to sing. 
EVERYONE CAN SING CHRISTMAS CAROLS! 
Join us for the singing and the supper to follow. 
So that we will know how many we can count on, 
there will be slips in the Sunday bulletin to fill out 
and put in the offering plate. 
If you will not be in church, you can call Doris 
Stamer, 925-0469 to sign up. 
LET’S HAVE A GREAT TURN-OUT! 
 
 
ANNUAL CHURCH CONFERENCE    
 
On Sunday, November 15th at 4:00 p.m. 
a good number of church members 
gathered as Rev. Dr. Robert Costello 
called our Church Conference together. 
Special time was given as we celebrated 
the lifes of the “women of faith” 
members who have died during 2009: 
             Lillian Garbus 1/22/09 
     Gertrude Lamont 2/5/09 
             Donna (Dee) Ettel 4/15/09 
      Mary Jones 8/10/09 
    Louise Yurinko 10/10/09 
A motion was made, seconded and 
carried unanimously, that we invite El 
Redentor to continue sharing our 
facilities for 2010. 
Events and finances were reviewed from 
this year and plans were discussed for 
next year. 
We were pleased to renew Bob Carhart 
as Certified Lay Speaker in the United 
Methodist Church. 
Officers were elected as presented by 
the Lay Leadership committee for the 
year 2010. 
Refreshments were served and everyone 
agreed that this had been a very good 
Annual Church Conference. 
 



ANGEL TREE   
 
Once again, the Outreach Committee will be setting 
up an Angel Tree on the table at the rear of the 
sanctuary   You can take a angel from the tree and 
replace it with a paper angel that is on the table in 
memory or honor of a loved one.  There will be a 
box to put $5.00 in and that money will be donated 
to a charitable group to be designated by the 
Outreach Committee.  Since this Messenger will be 
going out before their meeting, we will report where 
the money was sent in our news- 
letter in January. 
Please support this very worthwhile project.  Our 
small tree always looks so cheerful at the back of 
the sanctuary as people walk in. 
Any questions, please call Carolyn Franz, 486-3792 
chairperson of the Outreach Committee. 
 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
 

 
 

Our Christmas Eve Service will be 
Thursday, December 24th at 10:00 p.m.   
We will gather in our sanctuary for the 
beautiful Candlelight Service that we 
have each year.  If you have not 
attended this service in recent years, 
please take some time from your busy 
schedule to celebrate the real meaning 
of Christmas.  You’ll be glad you did!! 
 

 
THOSE PEOPLE WHO RECEIVE THEIR 
MESSENGER VIA EMAIL, WILL RECEIVE 
THEIR CHRISTMAS OFFERING ENVEOPE 
IN THE MAIL AS THEY DID FOR 
THANKSGIVING. 

OUR HOLIDAY CHRISTMAS FAIR    
 
After many days and hours of 
preparation, our Holiday Fair arrived on 
Saturday, November 21st.  The room was 
decorated in red and white; the stage 
had our decorated Christmas tree and 
the fireplace and chair all ready for 
Santa Claus.  The tables were filled with 
beautiful items, the homemade baked 
goods were over-flowing, and the 
kitchen was prepared to serve food all 
day and at lunchtime. 
Fair time is always a happy time in our 
church.  We look forward to seeing 
many of our members that are not here 
with us every Sunday.   
We were very pleased to have Rev. Tony 
Godlefski arrive with about 7 of his 
choral group and they sang a few 
Christmas hymns for us and invited us 
to their Christmas program at the 
Reformed Church on Dec. 6th at 4:30 
p.m.  And what a pleasant surprise to 
have Rev. Dan Bottorff and his wife 
Susan arrive to have lunch with us! 
Since this article is being written the 
day after the Fair, we do not have all 
the information about the profit, and 
we will report that next month. 
A special thank you to Louise Beyer and 
Lorraine Carhart who chaired the Fair 
this year.  And to all those who baked, 
made the food, contributed money, 
helped fill all the tables and white 
elephant room, worked behind the 
tables, in the gym and the kitchen, 
waited on tables, and helped in any way 
to make the Fair a success – we say 
THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU! 
YOU MADE OUR DAY!!! 
Dare we say it?  And now on to next 
year!!!! 
 
 DON’T FORGET TO CHECK OUR 
CHURCH WEB SITE – UMCLinden.org 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Doris Stamer with 2 of her grandchildren at  
our Holiday Fair on November 21, 2009 
More pictures will be in the January Messenger. 
 
SOME NEWS FROM THE REFORMED 
CHURCH OF LINDEN  
    
We received a couple of fliers about things that are 
happening at the Reformed Church that our 
members might be interested in.  We are listing 
them below: 
 

1. They will be having their annual Christmas 
Bazaar on Saturday, December 5 from 10 to 
3 pm.  There are activities for children, 
crafts for sale, photos with Santa and 

      luncheon served from 11:30 to 1 pm. 
 
2. Questions about the Swine Flu?  On   

November 30 at 7 pm a member of the 
Linden Board of Health will speak on this 
subject.  All are welcome. 

 

3. A Clothing Drive for people in need will be 
held from now until December 9th. The 
clothing will be shipped to other countries. 
Nothing will be shredded for rags.  They can 
also use household items, toys and stuffed 
animals.  Drop off Tuesdays to Fridays, 10 
to3 p.m. 

 
 
a reminder about Christmas cards    
 
As we have been doing for a 
number of years, we again suggest 
that you send one Christmas card 
to the church instead of separate 
ones to individuals.  we will post 
them on our bulletin stand at the 
rear of the church so that 
everyone can read them.  when they 
are taken down, we will list all of 
them in the messenger, just in case 
some missed seeing them.  The money 
you save can be used to support the 
many charities that help the needy 
– or our own united Methodist 
homes.  If you choose the homes, 
you can send it to the church 
marked “Methodist homes” and we 
will send it on for you. 
 
OUR WEB SITE  
 
We are reminding those who have computers 
and an email address to please check our Web 
Site – UMCLinden.org – and on the last page 
where it asks if you would like to receive the 
Messenger via your computer, to pleaser check 
it and list your email address. 
This will not only save us money, but you will 
be notified when it is on line, and be able to 
access it immediately and make copies if you 
choose to do so.  You will also be able to view 
the entire Web Site and enjoy the latest 
pictures of events taking place in our church. 
We have received many compliments about 
our Web Page including from our Conference 
office.  We are sure you will enjoy it if you 
register as soon as possible.   
 
 



 
 

STARLITE CHORALE     
 

If you want to spend an enjoyable evening, and one 
that is a perfect way to start the Christmas season, 
plan to attend the Starlight Chorale’s performance 
at the Reformed Church of Linden.  The date is 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2009 AT 4:00 P.M.   
Rev.Tony Godlefski, the director, served as our 
organist many years ago 
The cost is $15.00 for adults, $10. for seniors, and 
children are free. 
The following letter was received from Rev. 
Godlefski to the members of our church. 
 
Dear Friends of the Linden U. M. Church, 
It gives me great joy to greet you at this holiday 
season!  It was 41 years ago that I had the privilege 
of serving your congregation as organist, and I 
continue to remember that time with great fondness.  
Thank you so much for reaching out to a 17-year 
old fledgling church musician, and giving me such a 
gracious start in the music and ministry of the 
United Methodist Church.  I went on to 8 more 
years of music ministry, then to the ordained 
ministry in the U.M.C.  When I’m not directing the 
Starlite Chorale, I serve as Senior Pastor of the 
Montgomery U.M.C. in Belle Mead, NJ.  Thank 
you for being such an important part of my career in 
ministry! 
It will be a joy to perform our Starlite Chorale 
Christmas Concert just down the block from your 
church.  I look forward to personally greeting you at 
the close of that concert.  Please do attend if you 
can! I think we’ll have a great time! 
This year’s program will feature a medieval theme 
with fascinating costumes of rich color. Our music 
will include “Hear the Glad Tidings”.  I’ve written a 
newly arranged processional on an ancient carol, 
“In Sweetest Joy”; we’ll be singing, "The Carol of 
the Bells” and some mysteriously beautiful carols 

from Ireland and Scotland. The lovely violin music 
of Maria and Emily, The Gabryszewska Sisters, 
always adds such beauty and joy to our show!  In 
addition, we will select a King and Queen from our 
faithful audience and sing royal Christmas songs for 
them! 
The Reformed Church is located at 600 North 
Wood Ave, and it would be particularly 
encouraging to us if you were to let us know you 
plan to be there.  Please call Marianne 973-766- 
6720 to make reservations. 
As always, we will share Christmas party refresh- 
ments after the show!  Please come and join us, and 
say hello to all the performers.  We hope that "An 
Enchanted Christmas” will put the spirit of the 
Season in your heart. 
Thank you, God Bless you, and Merry Christmas! 
 
              Tony Godlefski & The Starlite Chorale 
 
**************************************** 
CROP WALK –  October 18, 2009 

HUNGER AROUND THE WORLD     
 

It was a beautiful day for walking…30 
people carried signs showing “Walk for 
Hunger” as they proceeded thru Linden 
to the local churches. 
Each Church welcomed them and had 
water, food, etc. for the walkers. 
The following members from our church 
collcted donations from their friends, 
neighbors and fellow members, to total 
$426: 
  MaryJane Koslosky   Lourdes Kozar 
  Suzanne Lashley       Lorraine Carhart 
  Carolyn Franz         Rev. Ramos 
  Juan Flores (El Redentor) 
God Bless each one who helped raise 
these funds and thank you very much. 
In approximately another month, we will 
hear th grand total from all the 
churches that participated. 
 
  Carolyn Franz, Outreach Committee



   December  2009    
       

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
 
 

 1  4:30-9:30-Fenc. Sch. 
11 am & 6 pm              
Bible Study 
12 noon – United 
 Methodist Women 
Xmas Covered Dish 
:Luncheon 

2 
 
4:30-9:30- Fenc. Sch. 
 
 
 
 

3 
 
 4:30-9:30-Fenc.Sch 

4 
 
  
 

5 
 
9:30-1:30 - 
Fencing School 
 
 

6 
8:30-Choir Rehearsal 
10 – Worship Serv. 
 
4 PM – Starlight 
Chorale at the 
Reformed Churrch 
All welcome 

7 
 7 PM – Board of 
   Trustees 
  D.Beyer,T.Henel, 
 W.Hanns,J.Stamer, 
 B.Losyk,B.Carhart 
J.Valdez 
4:30-9:30-Fenc.Sch. 

8 
11 am & 6 pm 
    Bible Study 
 
 
 
4:30-9:30- 
Fencing School 
 

9 
7:30 - 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
COUNCIL 
All members please 
attend. 
4:30-9:30 Fencing 
School 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
4:30-9:30-  
Fencing School 
 

 11 
 
 
 
 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
9:30-1:30 – 
Fencing School 

13 
 
8:30-Choir  
10-Worship 
  

14 
 
 
 
4:30-9:30- 
Fencing School 
 

15 
11 AM & 6 PM 
BIBLE STUDY 
BOOK OF PSALMS 
4:30-9:30- 
Fencing School 
         

16 
 
 
 
4:30-9:30- 
Fencing School 
  

 17 
 
 
 
4:30-9:30- 
Fencing School 
 

18   
 
 

19 
 
 
9:30-1:30- 
Fencing School 

20      8:30-Choir  
10:00-Worship 
CHRISTMAS 
   SUNDAY 
3 pm – CHRISTMAS 
CAROLING TO SHUT 
INS & DELAIRE 
5 PM-COVERED 
DISH SUPPER 
 

21 
 
 
 

22  
11 AM & 6 PM 
BIBLE STUDY 
BOOK OF PSALMS 
 
 
 

23 
 
 
 
             
 

24 
 
10 PM-CHRISTMAS 
  EVE SERVICE 
 
 
 
  
    

25 
  
 MERRY 
  CHRISTMAS 
 

26 
 
 
 

29     
8:30-Choir 
10-Worship Service 
  
  

30 
 
 
  

     

 
 
 

 


